
 

What and Why I Do What I do With my Computer 

By 

Ken Stueben 



Why Not and Why 
 

·Did not want to add complexity to  life 

·Heard all the horror stories 

·Eventually recognized usefulness 

·World of information available 

·Canôt be that difficult 

·Started collecting URLôs from magazines 

and newspapers before buying  a computer 



Mac or PC ? 

·Talked to many people 

·Advice  leaned toward Mac 

·Enrolled in Learning Center basic Mac 
class  - it was a breeze 

·Mac was an all-in-one Box 

·Comes in five delightful colors 

·Mac it is ! 

  







First Project 

·Memories and Milestones in Kenôs Life 

·Glorious freedom 

Cut, Paste, correct, add, change fonts, etc. 

·Google 

·Instantly found my ending 

ñThe woods are lovely, dark and deep, 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep.ò 

 



Computer Uses 

·Use Google at least 2-3 times a day 

ÅTakes persistence 

ÅMost popular may not be the best answer 

ÅStart to appreciate E-Mail 

ÅOakmont Hikers 

ÅSunday Symposium 

ÅFitness Center 



Much Misinformation 

·NEED TO BE SKEPTICAL   

·PEOPLE  ARE SKILLED AT PUTTING OUT 

PROPAGANDA  

·RILE YOU UP EMOTIONALLY 

·ñSEND THIS OUT TO  20 PEOPLEò 

·DONôT BELIEVE EVERYTHING YOU READ OR SEE 

·DO SOME RESEARCH TO SEE IF IT MAKES SENSE 



Check Information 

·SNOPES - http://www.snopes.com/   

·TRUTH or FICTION ïhttp://www.truthorfiction.com/, 

·FACT CHECK -   http://www.factcheck.org/  

·URBAN LEGENDS - http://urbanlegends.about.com/   

·THE SKEPTICS SOCIETY -   http://www.skeptic.com/  

which deals with purportedly ñsupernaturalò phenomena. 

 

http://www.snopes.com/
http://www.factcheck.org/
http://urbanlegends.about.com/
http://www.skeptic.com/


Check Information 

·QUACK WATCH -  http://www.quackwatch.com/   

·SCAM BUSTER -  

http://www.scambusters.org/legends.html   

·  

·LIFEHACKER -  http://lifehacker.com/5798308/how-to-

identify-and-avoid-spreading-misinformation-myths-and-

urban-legends-on-the-internet 

 

http://www.quackwatch.com/
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Problems with First PC 

ÅOperated in Dial Up Disconnecting from Internet 

Å Intermittent and unpredictable 

Å Experts stumped 

Å Ken discovers the dimmer switch 

 

ÅWorked fine for a year or two 

ÅSomething ñcorrupted?ò 

Å Experts again stumped 

Å PC went into Death Spiral 



Second Computer 

ÅBought another Dell 

ÅWindows XP 

ÅMicrosoft Word 

ÅMicrosoft Works 

ÅOutlook Express ï e-mail client 

ÅWorked great for eight to nine years 

ÅStarting to feel like an Expert 

ÅTrouble rears itôs head 

ÅSeveral months of problems accessing internet 

ÅBad modem and maybe bad Network Card 

ÅOn to 3rd Computer and Windows 7 

 











Usage of 3rd Computer 

E-Mail 

 

Google 

 

You Tube 

 

Links to noteworthy articles & videos 



BLUE BEAUTY   

 Photos by Astronaut Sunita Williams 



SANDSTORM LEAVING NORTH AFRICA TOWARDS 

THE ATLANTIC ï CANARY ISLAND. 



NIGHT ARRIVES  

 BETWEEN EUROPE & AFRICA 



SWISS ALPS 



ICELAND 



BLACK SEA 



RED SEA 











Grande São Paulo 

Rio de Janeiro 

Belo Horizonte 

Salvador 

Atlantic Ocean 

 

Brazilian Continental 

Platform. 

NIGHTFALL IN BRAZIL 



The biggest concentration of 

lights (from top to bottom) 

are the cities of Boston, 

New York, Philadelphia and 

Washington. 

Miami Houston 

Dallas 

Chicago 

Still 

daylight in 

California. 

Puerto Rico 



Making Purchases On Line  

ÅPrice Comparisons & Finding Articles 

ÅGoogle for USB Extension 

ÅPrice Comparison 
Å Pricewatch http://www.pricewatch.com/ 

Å Price Grabber http://www.pricegrabber.com/ 

Å Nextag http://www.nextag.com/ 

Å Amazon http://www.amazon.com/  

Å Buying or Selling 

Å Craigôs List 

Å Ebay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/search?q=usb+extension+cable+prices+&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a
http://www.pricewatch.com/
http://www.pricewatch.com/
http://www.pricewatch.com/
http://www.pricegrabber.com/
http://www.pricegrabber.com/
http://www.nextag.com/
http://www.nextag.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/




Travel 

ÅGet Weather conditions: 

Åhttp://www.sfgate.com/weather/fog/fogt

opclose.shtml 

 

ÅKayak: http://www.kayak.com/flights 

 

 

 

http://www.kayak.com/flights
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/fog/fogtopclose.shtml
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/fog/fogtopclose.shtml
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/fog/fogtopclose.shtml
http://www.kayak.com/flights




Edit Digital Photoôs 
·Editing and organizing our personal digital 

photographs into slideshows for Hikers and 

travel groups. This means trimming, altering 

color, contrast, brightness and resolution for 

photos. I used software supplied with our Canon 

and Panasonic cameras as well as Irfanview 

which can be downloaded on line for no cost. 

Some examples of these photos include a hiking 

trip to the Canadian Rockies, Bhutan and Japan: 




